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Samantha Read is an accomplished CEO, ED and NED. Her career spans more than 35 years 
across the chemicals, plastics, renewable fuels, automotive and steel industries. 

Samantha is currently Chair of the Advisory Board of the ARC Training Centre for Sustainable 
and Green Economy Manufacturing, Deputy Chair of The Fair Co and Mentor with Monash 
Business School’s Creative Destruction Lab program supporting technology start-ups. Her non-
executive career has included government, regulatory, health, university, scientific and skills 
organisations. 

In April, Samantha concluded more than 12 years as CEO of Chemistry Australia, the peak body 
representing businesses in the $48B chemicals and plastics industry. Prior to that, Samantha 
was CEO of the Biofuels Association of Australia and an Executive Director of GM Holden Ltd 
and GM Australia. 

Samantha is recognised for distinguished leadership at the intersection of engineering, industry 
and public policy. Working across Australia and Asia Pacific and collaborating internationally, 
she has contributed to modernising Australia’s industrial chemicals regulation, advancing 
circular economy policy, and strengthening sovereign manufacturing and supply chain 
resilience. 


