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Statement from the Battery Stewardship Council | 7 May 2026 

The Battery Stewardship Council (BSC) is aware of media reporting in Nine Newspapers regarding allegations relating to 
a B-cycle Scheme Participant. BSC takes these allegations seriously and has initiated assurance and verification 
processes in response, including an independent audit involving site access.   

BSC understands this reporting may raise questions for Australians about battery recycling processes and oversight 
within parts of the recycling chain.  

The B-cycle Scheme was established to ensure batteries collected from Australian communities are recycled safely, 
responsibly, and with accountability. Protecting the integrity of the Scheme, including through independent audit, 
assurance and enforcement processes, is central to that responsibility. Safety, environmental responsibility and Scheme 
integrity are non-negotiable expectations for all Participants operating under the Scheme.  

BSC treats these matters seriously and upon being made aware of these allegations in March 2026 initiated an 
escalation through its assurance framework that verifies collection, sorting and processing activities through data 
reporting and independent audits.   

Audit activity undertaken to date has not identified evidence that batteries collected under the B-cycle Scheme are not 
being processed in accordance with Scheme requirements. BSC has been working through conformance matters with 
the Participant over a period of time, including before March 2026, to secure access to their relevant sites and data for 
audit and verification.  This has included progressing access to detailed operational and downstream information as 
part of ongoing assurance process. Following receipt of additional allegations in March 2026, BSC escalated the matter 
through its formal assurance and verification processes.  

As referenced in media reporting, verification of downstream processing relies on access to detailed operational data. 
Where this access has been limited, BSC has taken steps through its assurance processes to obtain the information 
required.   

In March 2026, the Participant agreed to an independent verification audit including site access, which has recently 
been conducted and is in the process of being completed.  

Under the B-cycle Scheme, batteries are collected, sorted, and processed by accredited Participants. BSC’s role is to set 
requirements, verify activity, and administer the Scheme, including the payment of rebates funded by battery 
importers.  

Collection and sorting volumes are verified monthly through Participant reporting and validation processes, while 
processing activities are subject to independent audit, reflecting the time required for materials to be processed.  

BSC tracks batteries through collection, sorting and processing stages using digital weighing, Participant reporting, and 
independent audit processes. Once materials are processed into commodities, they enter broader downstream markets 
where materials may be aggregated or mixed to either meet product specifications, or be stored, and traded. At that 
point, traceability of individual units to a final destination becomes more complex.   

BSC assesses allegations against evidentiary thresholds required under its assurance framework to determine whether 
there is sufficient verifiable information to support formal compliance or enforcement action.  Where concerns or 
allegations are raised, BSC assesses available information through its assurance and conformance framework and takes 
action where evidence supports further investigation or enforcement measures.  Where Participant conduct meets the 
threshold of potential non-conformance, BSC has a clear mechanism for progressing such matters through a structured 
process which is described in our Protocols, including Participant response and oversight.   
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BSC has well established conformance and enforcement mechanisms under the Scheme, including the ability to impose 
sanctions up to and including suspension or removal from the Scheme where warranted.  

Environmental licensing, site operations, and export permitting are regulated by relevant state and federal authorities. 
EPA Victoria has conducted inspections in response to the allegations raised and has publicly stated it has not identified 
evidence of breaches during those inspections. BSC continues to engage with relevant regulators as part of its ongoing 
assessment of this matter.  

Safety, environmental protection and Scheme integrity are non-negotiable. BSC will continue to assess all available 
information and take further action where required through its compliance and enforcement framework.  

BSC recognises that some comparisons may be drawn to other recycling system failures in Australia. However, the B-
cycle Scheme operates under a fundamentally different model, with formal accreditation, independent audits, 
conformance and enforcement processes, and a national network of multiple accredited collectors, recyclers and 
downstream processors. The Scheme is designed to identify, assess and respond to issues where they arise.  

Australians across every state and territory rely on the B-cycle Scheme to recycle batteries safely and responsibly. BSC 
maintains continuity and contingency planning across its national network so that no single operator can compromise 
ongoing access to battery recycling services.  

BSC will continue to provide updates where appropriate as assurance and audit processes progress.   

ENDS  

For media enquiries: Claire Maloney | 0431 279 785 
Notes for editors/media: All the above statement can be attributed to Libby Chaplin, CEO, BSC. 
 


