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The Purpose of the Scheme

The Battery Stewardship Council (BSC) understands recent media reporting may raise questions about battery
recycling and the role of the B-cycle Scheme.

At its core, the B-cycle Scheme exists for two reasons:
+ To safely collect batteries and keep them out of household waste and recycling bins in order to prevent fires

in the general waste and kerbside bins
+ To ensure battery materials are recovered and processed responsibly through accredited recycling

pathways.

Both responsibilities matter, because batteries pose serious and growing risks when they are not properly
stewarded.

The Importance of Safe Battery Collection

The first responsibility of the Scheme is public safety, and that work is happening every day across Australia.

Every battery dropped off into a battery recycling collection point is a battery less likely to end up in a household
rubbish bin, kerbside recycling truck, landfill site, or stored unsafely in homes and workplaces.

This matters because incorrectly disposed batteries are one of the fastest growing fire risks facing Australia’s waste
and recycling sector. It is estimated there are between 10,000 and 12,000 battery-related fires each year across
Australia’s waste and recycling streams. These fires place waste and recycling workers, emergency responders and
communities at risk of serious injury or death, while also damaging homes, collection trucks, recycling facilities and
critical infrastructure.

Battery fires can also have major financial impacts on councils, waste operators, and communities. Cleanup costs
from truck fires average around $24,000, replacing a destroyed collection truck can cost approximately $250,000,
and rebuilding a recycling facility damaged by a battery fire can cost an estimated $60 million.

Button batteries also continue to pose a serious ingestion risk for young children. Ingestion of even a single button
battery can cause severe injury or death within hours. Every button battery dropped off at a B-cycle Drop off Point
reduces this critical risk.

This is why safe battery collection systems matter.

Since launching in 2022, the B-cycle Scheme has safely collected more than 9.5 million kilograms of batteries
through a national network of more than 5,500 accredited Drop off points. Importantly, this includes close to 100
million lithium-ion batteries being diverted away from household waste and recycling systems, helping reduce fire
risks across homes, waste trucks, recycling facilities and landfill.

Today, around 95% of Australians live within a 15-minute drive of a B-cycle Drop off point, making safe battery
disposal easier and more accessible than ever before.

That means fewer batteries ending in bins, fewer fire risks across the waste system, and fewer batteries being
stockpiled in homes.

Material Recovery and Recycling Outcomes

The second responsibility of the Scheme is ensuring batteries collected through the Scheme are processed and
recycled responsibly through accredited pathways.
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BSC expects all accredited Participants to meet strict requirements relating to safety and environmental
management, reporting, verification and downstream processing outcomes.

The recycling outcomes alleged in recent media reporting are not consistent with BSC’s expectations of accredited
Participants or the standards required under the Scheme.

BSC has been actively progressing this matter through its assurance, verification and conformance framework since
March 2026. This has included escalating assurance activities, requesting operational information, progressing
independent audit activity including site access, and engaging with relevant regulators.

BSC’s audit and assurance framework is designed to verify collection, sorting and processing activities through
reporting, operational records, and independent audit processes over time.

As part of this process, BSC has been clear that downstream verification relies on access to operational data and
records currently being assessed through ongoing audit and assurance processes. Where BSC identifies gaps in
verification or Participant cooperation, those matters are escalated through formal conformance and enforcement
processes.

Importantly, the allegations reported do not mean batteries collected through the Scheme are not being processed
through battery recycling and material recovery pathways. The B-cycle Scheme continues to operate nationally
through accredited collection, sorting and processing networks while assurance and verification activities continue.

BSC has established mechanisms under the Scheme, including the ability to apply sanctions up to and including
suspension or removal from the Scheme where warranted.

Scheme Integrity and Continuity

The B-cycle Scheme operates across a national network of accredited collectors, sorters and recyclers and is not
reliant on a single operator or facility.

BSC recognises some comparisons may be drawn to other recycling challenges seen in Australia in recent years.
However, the B-cycle Scheme was designed differently, with formal accreditation requirements, independent audits,
compliance processes, and multiple accredited collection and recycling pathways operating nationally.

The Scheme is designed to identify, assess and respond to issues where they arise.

Australians across every state and territory rely on the B-cycle Scheme to safely dispose of batteries and reduce
serious risks to homes, communities, workers and critical infrastructure.

BSC remains committed to protecting the integrity of the Scheme, strengthening assurance processes where
required, and ensuring batteries are collected, managed and recycled safely and responsibly.
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Notes for editors/media: All the above statement can be attributed to Libby Chaplin, CEO, BSC.
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