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Purpose of the changes

The Battery Stewardship Council (BSC) is seeking input from
members regarding proposed changes to Drop off Point

Accreditation. Currently Drop off Points (DoP) self-select or are

recruited by Collectors. As such, BSC has no ability to be
strategic in planning and sustaining its network growth and
associated costs.

The Board has therefore determined changes are needed to

ensure the network is efficient and sustainable into the future,

allowing for targeted growth in areas where there are gaps in
the network. In this context, the Board was mindful of the
importance of optimizing the network to ensure we maximise
benefits to all communities; and the desire to add value to

members by improving BSC’s ability to approve and efficiently

verify Drop off Point accreditation.

This decision is overlaid in a context where the Scheme has
successfully established a productive and accessible DoP
network, and further growth will only add material benefit in
targeted areas.

Consultation process

The consultation process will include the following steps.

1. Seeking written feedback from participants by 30t March

¥

2. BSC analysis of feedback and impact on BSC strategic
objectives, budget, and B-cycle participants.

¥

3. Refinement of approach where appropriate which may
include additional consultation.

L 4
4. Board approval of final Protocol changes.

L 4
5. Publish updated Protocols and Information Sheet on B-

cycle website and notification to Participants via B-News.

How feedback will be used
Your feedback will be used to inform:

»  the Board of the implications (if any) of the proposed
changes

®  development of recommended amendments to the
proposed action for Board approval where the
amendments will improve the final approach taken.

Never bin your batteries
B-cycle them at bcycle.com.au

Proposed changes

The following proposed changes apply to DoPs and Incidental
Receivers as follows.

B Annual target
m  Adopt target(s) for Drop off Points and Incidental
Receivers, or specific collection channels (outside the
existing retail network) which enable BSC to fill gaps and
optimise the network to ensure we maximise benefits to
all communities.

B Accreditation pre-requisite
= New Drop off Points or incidental Receivers will be subject
to BSC approval prior to accreditation.
m  Participants will submit an online expression of interest
m  BSC will evaluate EOls based to confirm that:

= it is consistent with BSC strategic objectives

= it supports collections from new importer participants or
are in the existing Drop off Point Retail Network

= will address BSC priorities for emerging products
= yses bins that comply with B-cycle Container Protocols.

m  BSC will contact the applicant to discuss the details of the
Expression of Interest. If accepted, BSC will invite the
interested party to submit an online application.

B Collection network approval

m  For organisations who host multiple Drop off Points, BSC
approval of changes to Collection partners, contract
arrangements, and container design will be required in
advance of deployment.

= New networks will be required to submit an Expression of
Interest to be approved by BSC prior to deployment.

B Online accreditation application & approval
m BSC will provide a link to the B-cycle online form.

m  BSC will contact the applicant to collect the information
required in the B-cycle DoP Code of Practice.

m BSC will review provided documentation to verify it
conforms the Network Accreditation Protocols and if
successful issue a DoP Accreditation Certificate.

B Required documentation

m  Signed (by an authorised representative of the entity) and
dated Commitment and Code of Practice.

m  DoP Risk Assessment and Safety Plan.

m  Evidence containers conform to Container Protocols
including branding and safety messaging.

»  Evidence of training having been completed.

m Completed Drop off Point or Incidental Receivers
spreadsheet (batteries accepted/public or non-public).
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https://bcycle.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/B-cycle-Container-Protocols-20220928-1.pdf
https://bcycle.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/B-cycle-Network-Accreditation-Protocols-FY-2025-20250710.pdf
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Reasons for change

These changes are being made in preparation for regulation and
to establish controls that promote sustainable growth of the
collection network to ensure expansion is targeted and
sustainable into the future. Further background into the drivers
for change are outlined below.

Existing network is highly accessible

Analysis conducted by Blue Environment on behalf of BSC and
Sustainability Victoria determined 95% of Australian’s are within
15 minutes travel time of a B-cycle accredited Drop off Point.

National
average

130g

per person '

NT 0.4%

14.6 tonnes

B0
o QLD 15.8%

520.9 tonnes
100g per person
WA 14.3%

472.2 tonnes

170g per person ok

277.1 tonnes
150g per person

ACT 1.5%

48.3 tonnes
100g per person

VIC 27.6%

910.8 tonnes
140g per person

TAS 1.5%

49.4 tonnes
90g per person

Financial responsibility

BSC’s ability to increase revenue in an unregulated environment
is limited and given the high degree of accessibility it makes
sense to limit further expansion until regulation is introduced.

Drop off point Health Check results

In Q3 CY25, BSC conducted a number of DoP Health Checks in
NSW. Although the inspections were positive with a high level
of conformance with the B-cycle DoP Code of Practice, some
common themes of non-conformance were also observed,
including gaps in:

e Drop off Point safety training
e communication of safety information and

e presence of the required B-cycle logo.

These are important as they relate to the safety and
effectiveness of the Scheme and are embedded in the
obligation to the ACCC. The move to a centralized accreditation
process will enable the BSC to better:

e deliver consistent messaging and branding which are
important for fast tracking behavioural change and thus
increase diversion and consumer safety.

e monitor bin management to ensure conformance to B-cycle
Protocols.

Never bin your batteries
B-cycle them at bcycle.com.au

Assist the collection verification process

At present, the BSC invests considerable time in verifying
collector DoP records during each claim period against the BSC
database to ensure that all DoP’s for which collections are
claimed are accredited. The proposed change to a centralised
DoP accreditation process will enable BSC to streamline the
verification process and ensure all accreditation requirements
are met prior to collections commencing.

Need more info or have other ideas?

Give us a call or contact us at contact@bsc.org.au

Snapshot of B-cycle outcomes in FY25

The Board was also aware that Scheme outcomes are
progressing well in large part due to the efforts of our
accredited partners. However, these changes are intended to
secure the existing network while we wait for regulation.

The figures below from the B-cycle FY25 Annual Report, show
that in FY25, B-cycle made good progress in a voluntary
environment. This consultation is intended to maintain this
progress as a foundation for transformational stewardship under
a regulated environment.
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