EVERY DAY COUNTS

Joint Industry Submission for the Product Lifecycle
Responsibility Regulation 2025 (Batteries)

As the festive season approaches, millions of new batteries will be purchased, gifted and delivered -
and millions more will be incorrectly binned, creating avoidable danger for families, resource recovery
workers and emergency responders. Fire and injury risks are expected to spike if stronger protections
are not in place. Only a mandatory stewardship scheme can deliver the sustained funding, education
and access required to safely collect, transport and recycle batteries at end-of-life.

We, the undersigned organisations representing Australia’s battery supply chain, retail networks,
waste and recycling sectors and stewardship partners, strongly support the NSW Government’s
leadership in advancing a mandatory battery stewardship scheme under the Product Lifecycle
Responsibility Act 2025.

The proposed Product Lifecycle Responsibility Regulation 2025 (Batteries) is essential to protect
consumers and communities, as Australia’s rapid shift to lithium-ion battery-powered products is
driving a sharp rise in safety incidents. Fire risks are escalating, costing hundreds of millions in
insurance and avoidable damage each year and putting families, workers and emergency responders
in harm’s way, while button-battery ingestion continues to cause serious injury to children. The
community expects decisive government action to prevent further harm and keep people safe.

It is now critical that NSW transitions from a voluntary to a regulated scheme without further delay. We
therefore call on the NSW Government and NSW EPA to take the following actions as a matter of
urgency:

1. Finalise and gazette the Regulation by 31 December 2025 and commence by 31 March 2026
To enable tabling in parliament in 2026 and ensure on-time implementation. Any delay increases
public safety risk during peak battery-use months.

2. Appoint a single Product Stewardship Organisation (PSO) by 1 April 2026

A single PSO best delivers national consistency, safety and cost efficiency, aligning with the
Regulatory Impact Statement objective for a harmonised system. A future review could consider
additional PSOs if equal capability and national coverage can be demonstrated.

3. Close free-rider loopholes
Expand the definition of “brand owner” to include online, cross-border and marketplace sellers
supplying batteries into NSW, ensuring all contribute fairly to safety, recovery and compliance.

We commend the NSW EPA for its leadership and stand ready to work collaboratively to deliver a
practical, industry-supported and community-safe battery stewardship system for NSW. Every day of
delay increases the risk of fire, injury and avoidable tragedy. Let's make today count.
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