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Button batteries

Protecting your family
with simple precautions

Button batteries power many devices we use
daily, from remote controls to torches, medical
devices and toys. However, their small size
and shape make them dangerous if swallowed
or inserted. This guide offers essential tips to
keep your home and family safe.

All batteries can be hazardous, but button batteries are
particularly risky, as their shape and size make them more
likely to be swallowed or inserted into an ear, nose or even
under a plaster cast.

Each week, around 20 children in Australia visit emergency
rooms due to suspected incidents. Of these, one in 20
suffers a severe injury requiring medical intervention to
remove the battery or repair internal damage, with some
incidents leading to severe injuries or fatalities.

Incidents involve

Young children

Young children, especially aged 0-5, are most vulnerable to
button battery incidents. Even small non-mobile babies have
been fed batteries by their siblings.

Adolescents

Although less common, injuries have occurred in older
children and adolescents who use batteries to self-harm.
Others

Older adults, and people with disabilities can mistake
batteries for medication or food. Pets are also at risk.

In this factsheet
- What Happens in the Body?
-> Signs of Battery Ingestion

- Safety Checklist

N

If a button battery has been ingested or inserted
into the body, call the poisons hot line 131126 for
24/7 expert advice.

If a person has breathing difficulties, or in the event
of a fire, immediately call 000.

This Scheme is authorised by the Australian Competition & Consumer Commission (ACCC) and has received

financial support from the Australian Government and industry.
REF: 3.11.1 | Button Battery safety in the home Factsheet 20260615.pdf
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The ingestion of batteries,
particularly button batteries,
causes severe and potentially
fatal injuries.

Emergency actions
Suspect ingestion?

+ If there’s bleeding or difficulty breathing,
call 000 immediately.

Otherwise, contact the Poisons Information Line
at 13 11 26 for 24/7 fast expert advice. You will
be directed to the most appropriate centre.

Do not
© Induce vomiting.

® Give food or drink unless directed.

Do

@ Follow expert guidance. You may be advised to
give honey to counteract burns (for children over
12 months).
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What happens in the body?

When swallowed or inserted, the battery reacts with
moisture, creating a caustic solution (like oven cleaner).
Burning starts immediately and in as little as two hours
can erode through internal tissues.

This is true even for flat batteries.

The signs of battery ingestion

Button batteries can be ingested silently, and children or
vulnerable individuals may not be able to communicate
what has happened. Parents or carers might not witness
the event but could notice signs such as a choking episode
or a missing battery. When a battery becomes lodged in the
oesophagus (food pipe), symptoms may appear in stages.

1 Early signs

Due to obstruction
+ Unexplained vomiting or refusal to eat

+ Drooling or regurgitation of food

2 Next few hours to days

Due to burning and inflammation

+ Croup-like symptoms (if the battery is near the voice box)

+ Chest or abdominal pain (sometimes presenting
as grunting)

+ Unexplained fever

3 Late signs

Erosion into other organs

Lungs
+ Coughing or choking with food/drinks

Major vessels or heart
+ Vomited blood (sometimes through the nose)

+ Black bowel motions, (indicative of bleeding in
the oesophagus (food pipe)
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How to tape your batteries with clear sticky tape

For button batteries, tape both
flat surfaces, covering the
battery entirely.

Safety checklist

1 Purchasing safely

v Buy batteries in child-resistant packaging. (All lithium
and batteries >16mm are required by law to be in
child-resistant packaging).

v Reduce the number of button batteries in your home
by choosing products with alternative battery types/
power sources.

v Ensure any button battery operated product is
well constructed, durable and has a child resistant
battery compartment.

v Go to beycle.com.au to find brands that support safe
battery recycling.

2 Products in the home

v Where possible store button battery operated products
out of reach of young children.

v Supervise when using button battery operate toys.

v For young children wearing button battery operated
devices such as hearing aids, a lockable device is
recommended.
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For regular household batteries
such as AA, tape both exposed
ends of the battery.

For power tool and e-bike batteries,
tape all exposed metal surfaces.
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Replacing batteries

v Replace batteries away from children, and away from
a table’s edge where they can roll off.

v Ensure compartments are child-resistant have been
resecured after changing the batteries.

v Tape the terminals of used batteries with clear sticky
tape. For button batteries, completely enclose them
in tape. Taping reduces fire risk and makes batteries
harder to swallow or insert. It also reduces the
likelihood of a burn if swallowed or inserted.

4 Storing and disposing of batteries

v Store new and used button batteries out of reach of
children. When used, tape them with clear sticky tape
and place them in a glass jar or other non-flammable
container with a non-airtight lid to avoid pressure
build-up.

v Keep button-battery operated devices safely and
securely when not in use.

v Take to a B-cycle Drop off point as soon as possible.

Batteries are changing the way we live and work.
In 2017/18, Australians purchased enough batteries
to circle planet earth 2.3 times. By 2050 this will
increase to 37 times.

Batteries present countless benefits, powering an
abundance of items we use every day and helping
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing
our reliance on fossil fuels. But batteries are also
hazardous and must be respected.

Follow this Safety Checklist, ensuring your batteries are
always handled, used, stored, and disposed of with care.


http://bcycle.com.au



