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What is B-cycle? 

B-cycle is Australia’s official product stewardship Scheme 
for batteries, authorised by the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission (ACCC).  

The Scheme was established by the Battery Stewardship 
Council (BSC) in 2020 with seed funding from the 
Australian Government and all state and territory 
governments. Today, B-cycle’s ongoing operations are 
funded by industry through a levy paid by battery 
importers. 

B-cycle is about creating a responsible battery lifecycle – 
from buying better batteries for the planet, to safe use, 
and convenient recycling. It brings together hundreds of 
B-cycle Participants working across the battery supply 
chain.  

At the heart of the Scheme is a national network of Drop 
off points, serviced by B-cycle’s accredited Collectors, 
hosted by Retailers and other organisations, and 
supported by accredited Sorters and Recyclers that safely 
recover valuable materials for reuse in new products. 
Together, they give Australians safe and convenient 
access to recycle their batteries.  

As Australia’s battery use continues to grow, so too does 
the importance of effective stewardship. B-cycle is 
building the partnerships, infrastructure and systems 
needed to support a safer, more circular future for 
batteries. 

 

 
Why do we need B-cycle? 

Batteries power more of our everyday lives than ever 
before, from household devices and tools to e-bikes, e-
scooters and renewable energy technologies.  

As battery use continues to grow, so does the need to 
manage them safely and responsibly at the end of their 
life. 

Too many used batteries are still ending up in household 
waste and recycling bins, creating fire risks, 
contaminating the waste stream, and wasting valuable 
materials that can be recovered and used again.  

Demand for battery materials is expected to increase by 
around 500% by 2050, making battery recycling an 
essential part of Australia’s transition to a circular 
economy. 

B-cycle makes it easy for Australians to choose batteries 
that support responsible stewardship and to recycle them 
safely through a trusted national network. Every battery 
recycled through B-cycle helps recover valuable 
resources, reduce environmental impacts and create a 
safer battery lifecycle. 

 
 

B-cycle is facilitating the transition 
to a world where batteries are safely 
collected, recycled, and used to 
create something new. 
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What is the B-cycle of life? 

 

Each part of the battery life cycle has a role to play. 

Importers pay a levy which funds the Scheme 

• Levies fund battery collection, transport, sorting and 
recycling 

Retailers sell accredited battery brands 

• Retailers help consumers identify accredited brands 
and provide convenient recycling options 

Used batteries are deposited at B-cycle Drop off points 

• More than 6,000 accredited Drop off points make 
battery recycling accessible to most Australians 

Accredited Collectors and Recyclers earn rebates by 
collecting sorting and recycling 

• Rebates support the safe handling and responsible 
processing of used batteries across Australia 

Recovered materials make new batteries and other 
products 

• Valuable materials such as lithium, nickel, cobalt and 
steel are recovered for use in new manufacturing 

Earth’s finite resources are conserved 

• Recycling batteries reduces waste, conserves natural 
resources and supports Australia’s circular economy 

 

Supporting local  
government objectives 

B-cycle recognises the important role local governments 
play in reducing battery-related risks and supporting safe, 
responsible battery stewardship. The Scheme has been 
designed to: 

• Provide communities with convenient, accessible 
battery recycling Drop off points and practical safety 
information 

• Help reduce battery fires by encouraging the safe 
collection and recycling of batteries, keeping them out 
of household waste and recycling bins 

• Protect people, property and the environment by 
reducing the risks associated with improperly disposed 
batteries 

• Divert batteries from landfill, recovering valuable 
materials and supporting a circular economy 

• Conserve finite resources and strengthen Australia’s 
domestic resource recovery capability 

• Support local jobs and investment across Australia’s 
battery collection, transport and recycling network. 

• Share responsibility for battery stewardship across 
industry, governments and the community through a 
nationally coordinated approach. 

How can local government get involved? 

All Australian Governments, especially local governments, 
have a role to play to support B-cycle’s success and help 
to develop one of the best battery Stewardship Schemes 
globally. 

Participate: Join B-cycle to become a battery steward 

• Demonstrate environmental leadership by supporting 
Australia’s official battery stewardship Scheme 

• Gain access to B-cycle resources and participate in 
national discussions on battery stewardship, safety and 
fire mitigation 

Set up Drop off point(s) 

• When you sign the Scheme Commitment Form, elect 
to establish a B-cycle Drop off point, providing your 
community with a convenient and safe way to recycle 
used batteries. 
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Procurement: Support accredited battery businesses 

• Inform your existing battery suppliers about B-cycle 
and require that they join the Scheme. 

• Engage B-cycle accredited businesses when procuring 
battery-related products or services, including e-
scooters, e-bikes and regular household batteries. 

• Support local battery collection and processing 
businesses through grants and other funding 
mechanisms to build Australia’s battery recycling 
capacity. 

Permits, promotion, and policy 

• Include a requirement for relevant battery suppliers 
and e-mobility operators to participate in B-cycle 
when issuing permits or contracts, where appropriate 

• Promote community awareness of battery safety and 
the importance of recycling through B-cycle 

• Consult the Battery Stewardship Council when 
developing or updating policies relating to batteries, 
and support nationally consistent approaches. 

How to provide accredited B-cycle 
Drop off points to your community  

Accreditation Steps 

 

1. Review both general requirements and those specific to 
Drop off points to ensure your local government can 
meet all obligations.      

È 

2. Sign and submit the B-cycle Battery Steward 
Commitment Form and  Drop off Points Code of Practice 
to the BSC. 

È 

3. Arrange a contract with a B-cycle accredited Collector 
to manage your used battery pick-ups. 

È 

4. Work with your B-cycle Collector to identify battery 
collection containers that conform to B-cycle 
requirements. 

È 

5. Complete a Risk Assessment and develop a Safety Plan 
with controls to address risks. You may use B-cycle’s 
template or your own. 

È 

6. Develop and implement emergency plans and training 
procedures for fire, spills, and poisoning. 

È 

7. Complete the B-cycle Drop off point Online Safety 
Training and cascade learning to relevant staff, including 
your own safety procedures. 

È 

8.      B-cycle will confirm your Drop off point(s) are B-
cycle accredited. 

Can local governments access rebates?  

• No, Drop off points are not eligible to 
receive B-cycle rebates. Rebates are 
paid directly to Collectors, Sorters and 
Recyclers 

• How do I find an accredited Collector, 
Sorter or Recycler? 

• You can find a list of B-cycle 
accredited Participants at  
b-cycle.com.au/stewards/ 

Local government FAQs 

Which batteries are included? 

• All small, regular household batteries such as AA, 
9V and button batteries 

• Standard rechargeable batteries of all chemistries 
up to 5kg 

• Batteries in products that can be removed by the 
consumer such as those in power tools and digital 
cameras 

• E-micromobility batteries, such as those in e-bikes 
and e-scooters 

Which batteries are not included? 

• Mobile phone batteries 

• Laptop or television batteries 

• Lead acid batteries 

• Exit lighting 

See our website for more information about where to 
recycle these batteries 

What’s next? 

• Electric vehicle batteries 

• Residential energy storage 

• Large scale grid energy 

• Embedded batteries 

 

https://bcycle.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/bcycle_form.pdf
https://bcycle.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/bcycle_form.pdf
https://bcycle.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/B-cycle-Drop-off-point-Code-of-Practice-20221021.pdf
https://bcycle.com.au/stewards/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/bcycle.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/B-cycle-Drop-off-Point-Risk-Assessment-Safety-Template-20220819.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/bcycle.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/B-cycle-Drop-off-Point-Risk-Assessment-Safety-Template-20220819.pdf
https://bcycle.com.au/how-you-can-b-cycle/battery-types-accepted/
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How do I find an accredited Collector, Sorter or Recycler? 

You can find a list of B-cycle accredited participants at:  
b-cycle.com.au/stewards/ 

 

 

What safety information do we communicate to the 
public 

• One of the most effective ways to reduce battery-
related fires is to tape the terminals of used batteries 
to prevent them from coming into contact with each 
other and causing a short circuit.  

• Protecting battery terminals before transport is a 
regulatory requirement for used batteries. 

• All Drop off points should feature safety information 
on fire prevention and child safety. B-cycle provides 
labels and supporting materials – contact us for more 
information. 

• B-cycle encourages Australians to tape the terminals 
of used batteries and store them in a glass jar with a 
loose-fitting (non-airtight) lid or another 
non-flammable container until they can be taken to a 
B-cycle Drop off point for recycling. 

• Encourage residents to keep button batteries out of 
reach of children. If a button battery is swallowed or 
inserted into the nose or ear, it is a medical emergency. 
They can cause serious internal injuries and it requires 
immediate medical attention.  

Is it free to be an accredited B-cycle Drop off point? 

• The process to become an accredited B-cycle Drop off 
point is free. However, your accredited B-cycle 
Collector will charge a fee for collecting and 
transporting batteries to a recycler.  

How can I access communications and safety information 
to raise awareness in my community? 

• All B-cycle Participants – whether they provide 
accredited Drop off points or not - are eligible to use 
B-cycle’s digital communications assets. These can be 
used to promote B-cycle, improve battery safety, and 
help the community find their nearest Drop off point. 

If the public prefers to return used batteries to retail 
stores, why would local government offer Drop off points 
at transfer stations or depots? 

• Most retail sites do not have the space to provide safe 
and reasonable collection of larger used batteries.  

• There remains a need for local governments to provide 
battery Drop off points. 

 

What is involved in B-cycle Drop off point training? 

The B-cycle training is specifically for sites hosting a B-
cycle Drop off point to ensure they are aware of safety 
risks and issues associated with collecting used batteries.  

The training includes helpful information on how to 
reduce risks, and ensure that Drop off points educate the 
public on safe disposal. 

The training takes less than 20 minutes and is completed 
online. 

Why are we asked to complete a risk assessment and 
safety plan? 

Each site is different, and it is important to complete a 
risk assessment and safety plan to: 

• Understand, address and  
mitigate risks.  

• Ensure that B-cycle Drop off points are safe 
environments for both staff and users. 

How can the public find their closest Drop off point? 

To find the nearest public B-cycle Drop off point, visit: 

www.b-cycle.com.au 

For more information 

To learn more about B-cycle and how your organisation 
can partner with us to solve the battery waste problem 
and provide safe battery recycling options for your 
community, go to: 

www.bcycle.com.au   

or contact us at contact@bcycle.com.au 

http://www.b-cycle.com.au/
http://www.bcycle.com.au/
mailto:contact@bcycle.com.au

