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Australians have more opportunities than ever to recycle batteries safely,  
new B-cycle report shows 

 
Australians now have unprecedented access to safe battery recycling, with new data confirming the strength, reach and 
impact of the B-cycle Scheme across households, industry and communities nationwide. 
 
Findings released today in B-cycle’s Positive Charge Report (the Report) show the scheme now includes more than 
5,400 drop-off points across Australia, operating across supermarkets, hardware stores, councils, retailers and 
community locations1. Independent access modelling confirms that 95 percent of Australians live within a 15-
minute drive of a B-cycle Drop off point, making battery recycling easier and more accessible than ever before2. 
 
The Report also found that consumer awareness of battery recycling and safe disposal continues to increase, 
reflecting sustained public education, retailer participation, and collaboration with industry and local government3. 
 
Together, these results show B-cycle is delivering practical, everyday recycling opportunities for Australians, while building 
the foundations for a safer and more effective battery stewardship system. 
 
However, the Report also shows that the next phase of battery stewardship will require mandatory, nationally consistent 
regulation to keep pace with rapid growth in battery use and address remaining gaps across the battery lifecycle4. While 
B-cycle applauds the leadership provided by NSW in being the first state to initiate regulation, nationally aligned regulation 
is now urgently needed. 
 
B-cycle CEO Libby Chaplin said the Scheme’s success under voluntary settings demonstrated both its strength and its 
limits, “B-cycle is delivering real outcomes for Australians, with strong access, broad participation and growing awareness. 
People can recycle their batteries safely and conveniently in more places than ever before. To build on this success and 
ensure responsibility is shared across the entire battery lifecycle, mandatory regulation is essential.” 
 
The Report shows that lithium batteries account for a growing share of batteries entering Australian households, based on 
updated Material Flow Analysis5. As lithium battery use accelerates, incorrect storage and disposal increases safety risks, 
particularly across waste and recycling systems. 
 
B-cycle works closely with industry and governments on an ongoing basis, providing guidance, communications support 
and risk-reduction messaging to address battery-related fires in bins, collection vehicles, transfer stations and facilities6. 
This operational collaboration plays a critical role in managing safety risks as battery volumes and complexity increase, 
while engagement with Fire and Rescue agencies supports consistent public safety messaging during periods of 
heightened risk. 
 
The data shows that where participation across the battery lifecycle is incomplete, safety and cost pressures fall 
disproportionately on households, waste operators and responsible contributors, reinforcing the need for stronger 
regulatory settings7. 
 
The Report also shows that battery volumes placed on the market and reaching end-of-life have stabilised following the 
post-COVID surge, reflecting a maturing system and improved data confidence8. 
 
The report confirms that the verified material recovery rate for FY25 was 62.1 percent, calculated using data that could be 
validated under the Australian Standard AS 5377 (2022), Management of electrical and electronic equipment for re-use or 
recycling, audit framework9. Where recycler-specific evidence could not be independently verified, B-cycle applied 
conservative industry benchmarks to ensure accuracy and transparency in reporting. Under the Scheme’s ACCC 
authorisation, recyclers are required to provide information that enables verification, and the Scheme, as outlined in the 
Report, is actively working with recyclers to support the provision of this data. Internal modelling indicates the underlying 

 
1 Positive Charge Report 2024–25 (The Report), p. 18 
2 The Report, p. 20 
3 The Report, p. 32 
4 The Report, p. 7 and p. 44 
5 The Report, p. 24 
6 The Report, p. 38 
7 The Report, p. 44 
8 The Report, p. 22 
9 The Report, p. 41 
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recovery rate is likely higher10, and reported recovery rates will be updated as further verified information becomes 
available. 
 
Looking ahead, B-cycle 2.0 has been designed to build on the Scheme’s existing strengths, enabling broader coverage of 
embedded batteries, more consistent financial flows and clearer obligations across the supply chain. Full implementation 
of these improvements depends on regulated settings that support fair and effective participation11. 
 
Recent action by the NSW Government, through the Product Lifecycle Responsibility Act, demonstrates how regulation 
can strengthen stewardship outcomes and provides a practical pathway for national reform, “NSW has shown that 
stewardship reform can move from principle to practice,” said Chaplin. “As battery use continues to accelerate, nationally 
consistent regulation will be critical to ensure the system remains effective, fair and fit for purpose for all Australians”. 
 
ENDS 
 
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW: Libby Chaplin, CEO, B-cycle 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES: Claire Maloney | 0431 279 785 | claire@thebraveryishere.com 
 
ABOUT BSC AND B-CYCLE:  The Battery Stewardship Council (BSC), established in 2018, aims to build and sustain a 
strong battery stewardship community, supporting Australia’s transition to a circular economy. Its flagship initiative, the B-
cycle Scheme, is Australia’s first nationwide, government-backed battery stewardship scheme, facilitating safe and 
accessible battery recycling for consumers across metropolitan, regional, and remote areas. Launched in 2022, B-cycle is 
authorised by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) and supported by the Federal, State and 
Territory Governments. It unites industry, government, and everyday Australians under BSC’s vision to ensure the 
responsible management of batteries across their entire lifecycle while conserving Australia’s finite resources. 
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